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The character of the phenomenon is such also as
to make its accurate observation exceedingly difficult;
slight differences in the transparency of the atmosphere,
in the sensitiveness of the observer's eye, a preoccupa-
tion of the mind by some feature which first happens
to strike the attention, or a peculiarity in the manner
of representing what one sees, will often make the de-
scriptions and drawings of two observers, side by side,
so discrepant that ono would hardly imagine they could
refer to the same object. For instance, in 1870, two
naval officers on the deck of the same vessel made
drawings of the corona, one of which represented it as
a six-rayed star, while the other showed it as composed
of two ovals crossing at right angles. In 1878 the
writer, on comparing notes immediately after tho
eclipse with other members of his. party, found that
about half of them saw the corona principally extended
to the east and west, while the other half, himself
among them, were just as positive that it brushed out
mainly to the north and south. The photographs, and
other data since collected, show that the principal exten-
sion was undoubtedly along the east-and-west line, but
that there were much better outlined streamers, though
shorter and less brilliant, directed from the solar poles.
Some eyes were more impressed by definiteness of form,
others by size and luminosity.

Obviously, conclusions must be drawn from ocular
impressions only with the greatest caution. Photo-
graphs are, of course, more to be trusted, as far as they
go; but, even with them, a slight difference in the
sensitiveness of the plate, in the exposure, or in the
development, will make a great difference in the result-
ing picture. Neither can any photograph ever bring
out everything which is visible to the eye. An ex-